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Are you an e-book writer who would like to expand your profits?  If so, 
you may turn to Amazon.com.  Amazon is a popular online marketplace. 
Its popularity skyrocketed with the development and sale of the 
Amazon Kindle.  This small and lightweight device pushed e-books to 
the next level.  Readers no longer need a computer.  With the Kindle, 
they can cuddle with a good book and not have a bulky computer or 
cords in the way.

If you are interested in profiting from Amazon’s self-publishing features 
for the Kindle, please continue reading on to know more.

You need a free Amazon account.  Since Amazon.com is a popular 
marketplace, you may already have an account.  You can use the same 
account; there is no need to create a separate one.  If you do not have 
an account, create one.  It is quick and easy.

You will need to provide information about yourself.  If you only used 
your Amazon.com account to buy, additional information is needed. 
Amazon will recheck your email address, ask for your social security 
number, and your bank account information.  As concerning as this 
sounds, it is legitimate.  They need to contact you, pay you, and report 
earnings.
 
You don’t sell a traditional e-book.  When selling e-books online, you 
likely create your document in Microsoft Word and covert it to an Adobe 
PDF file.  This is not compatible with the Amazon Kindle.  Books must be 
in digital text format.  Amazon handles the conversion during the upload 
process.  Microsoft Word and PDF documents are acceptable for 
conversion.

There are two ways to get to the digital text platform.  You can visit 
Amazon.com, scroll to the bottom and click on the link titled “Self-
Publish with Us.”  You can also visit the website directly at 
DigitalTextPlatform.com.
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You do not need an ISBN number to sell on the Amazon Kindle Store. 
Step one of listing your book for sale is writing product details.  You will 
be asked for an ISBN number, but one is not required.  Skip this field and 
move onto the next.

Amazon.com pays you a 35% royalty fee for each sale made.  This 
amount is relatively small when compared to other selling options.  To 
ensure you make a profit, set a fair selling price.  A good selling price 
translates into more sales.  Consider the big picture.  More sales at a 
lower price than less sales at a higher price should even out.  In fact, 
most make more money with an affordably priced Amazon Kindle Book.

Prospective buyers can preview your book.  Amazon recently enabled a 
new preview feature.  Before proceeding with a purchase, buyers can 
preview the first chapter or introduction of all books.  Before uploading 
to the digital text platform, review these sections.  This is your second 
chance, aside from the product description, to make a sale.  If the first 
pages of your book are uninformative or uninteresting, the chances of 
making a sale decrease.

You do not need to write a new book just for the Amazon Kindle.  If you 
are an established e-book author, you may own the rights to many e-
books.  You can upload each of these to the digital text platform and 
convert them into Amazon Kindle format.  In fact, this is advised.  By 
selling e-books in PDF format and in digital text, you increase your 
targeted market, your sales, and your profits.
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The Amazon Kindle is a popular electronic device that is rapidly 
increasing in popularity.  In fact, over a year after its release, Amazon is 
finding it difficult to keep up with orders.  If you are author, whether you 
write for fun or for money, you can take this popularity and capitalize on 
it.  You can do so by writing and selling an Amazon Kindle book.

So, what do you do?

1 – Write an E-book Outline

This is your brainstorming session.  Decide on a category.  What type of 
book do you want to write?  Do you want to compose a how-to guide or 
express your creativity with drama, horror, or romance?  Regardless, 
start planning your outline.  For creative books, you may want to avoid 
an outline and just write from the heart.  That is fine, but for how-to 
guides, an outline can be beneficial.

2 – Write an E-book

When writing the e-book, consult your outline. With an outline, you are 
less likely to experience writer’s block.  This means you can write your e-
book quicker.  As for writing, compose your document in Microsoft 
Word.  They have a helpful grammar and spell check programs.  Start 
with the introduction, move on to the chapters, and end with the 
conclusion.

When writing your e-book, don’t focus on length.  Just tell your story or 
explain the how-to process.  Readers don’t want to be bombarded with 
fluff.  E-books have varying lengths.  Don’t believe yours has to have the 
same word count or page numbers as a best selling novel.

3 – Proofread the E-book

Even if you composed your book in Microsoft Word, proofread and edit. 
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Spell check and grammar check programs are nice, but they are not 
100% guaranteed.  If you have a trusted friend or relative, ask them to 
proofread and analyze your book.

4 – Create an Amazon Account

To sell an Amazon Kindle book in the store, you need to have a free 
Amazon.com account.  If you already have one, skip this step.

5 – Get Ready to Self-Publish

To self-publish your Amazon Kindle e-book, scroll to the bottom of the 
page.  You will find a link titled “Self-Publish with Us.”  Click on the link 
and visit the Kindle section.

6 – Go to Your Dashboard

While on the digital text platform, go to your dashboard.  Here, you click 
on the link to add a new item.  This gets the process started.  If you 
aren’t already logged into your Amazon account, do it now.

7 – Enter Product Details

You will be prompted to enter in product details.  Just fill out the form. 
Enter the title for your book, your name as the author, and complete the 
description.  This description is very important.  Provide many details. 
Prospective buyers will see it.  This is your opportunity to sell your e-
book.

8 – Upload

The next step is to upload your e-book to the digital text platform. 
Browse your computer to find the right file.  It will then be converted 
into digital text.  This is the only format compatible with the Amazon 
Kindle.  
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9 – Preview and Make Changes

After uploading and converting your Microsoft Word document to 
digital text, you can bypass the preview options, but don’t.  Although 
rare, it is not uncommon for formatting issues to arise.  Preview the 
document and make any necessary changes.

10 – Set Selling Price

Amazon enables you to set your own selling price for your Kindle book. 
Use your best judgment.  How-to e-books are often shorter in length, so 
they should cost less.  If you are first-time author, consumers will 
automatically expect to pay less.  Don’t undersell yourself, but don’t set 
too high of a price.  To profit from an Amazon Kindle book, a fair selling 
price is required.

As you can see, writing and selling an e-book for the Amazon Kindle is a 
relatively easy process.  Not only is it easy to do, but to make money 
too.  You can sit back and wait for sales or start your own marketing 
campaign.  By driving traffic to your Amazon sales page, you generate 
interest and should increase your sales.
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Are you an author or an article writer who wants to profit from the 
popularity of the Amazon Kindle?  If so, you can put your writing skills to 
work and create an e-book.  Once finished, that book is uploaded onto 
the Amazon website, converted to digital text, and sold in the Kindle 
Store.

Whether you have written a print book, an e-book, or a collection of 
articles, you are at an advantage.  Many people trying to capitalize with 
Amazon’s self-publish option are inexperienced writers at best.  For that 
reason, many make mistakes.  Unfortunately, most of those mistakes are 
costly.  They lead to bad reviews, poor profits, or no sales at all.

As previously stated, you are at an advantage being a professional 
writer.  You already know the importance of compiling coherent 
sentences, proofreading, and editing; you are good to go.  That doesn’t 
mean you can’t make mistakes, so don’t let your guard down.  If you do 
make them, it will likely be in the selling process.  How do you avoid 
these cost eating mistakes?

DO create an eye-catching cover.  If you have sold e-books before, you 
have one more advantage up your sleeve.  That is the ability to make a 
cover or the contact information of a graphic designer.  Use the same 
approach you did to create previous e-book covers.  If you are unfamiliar 
with graphic design, hire a professional.  Your cover is the first thing 
buyers see in the Amazon Kindle Store.

DON’T assume you have a good cover.  As previously stated, Kindle Store 
shoppers will see your book cover first.  For that reason, it needs to be 
good.  A poorly designed or created cover will be a turnoff.  If your cover 
appears to be sloppy, buyers will automatically assume your writing is 
too.  So, ask for feedback.  Create two or three different covers and ask 
those you know for input.

DO make sure your e-book is in proper format.  Not all eBooks are 
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compatible with the Amazon Kindle device.  All documents must be in 
digital text format.  Luckily, Amazon handles the conversion for you.  You 
will, however, need to start with an HTML, word, text, or PDF file.  They 
recommend an HTML file. If you use Microsoft Word, keep your file as is 
or save as HTML.

DON’T assume your documents loaded properly.  Once uploading your 
e-book to the digital text platform, you can override the preview 
function.  Don’t do this.  Instead, preview the book.  Look at its 
formatting.  It is not uncommon for formatting malfunctions.  You may 
find page break errors and more.  You must spot them before you can fix 
them.

DO provide many details about your book.  Before you convert your e-
book file into digital text, you will provide details about it.  This involves 
the title, author names, descriptions, genre, and more.  Use this section 
to your advantage.  Recheck your title.  Is it the perfect fit for your 
book?  If so, move on to the description.  Provide as much information 
as possible.  Use this spot to convince buyers your book will be the best 
they ever read.

DON’T set your price too high.  Amazon lets you set your own price for 
your Kindle book.  This provides you with a unique opportunity, but also 
the opportunity to make a mistake.  Set a fair price.  If your book is less 
than 50 pages, don’t expect to get more than $10.  Also, consider the 
cost of the Kindle.  It is expensive.  After paying a lot for the device, 
owners don’t want to spend $20 for a book to read.  After all, they can 
head to the bookstore and pay less.

DO market your book. After you describe the book, upload and covert 
the files, and set your price, it will appear in Amazon’s Kindle Store in 
about 24 hours.  Many first-time authors decide to sit back and wait for 
the sales to roll in.  Yes, you can do this.  Or, you can continue to market 
your Amazon Kindle book online and increase your profits.
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In conclusion, whether wrote books or articles for the web or for print, 
you have a great chance of making money through the Amazon Kindle 
Store.  
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